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MOSCOW: JOINT COMMUNIQUE

Text of the Joint United States-Soviet Communiqué Issued at the
Conclusion of the President’s Visit. May 29,1972

By mutual agreement between the United States of America and
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the President of the United States
and Mrs. Richard Nixon paid an official visit to the Soviet Union from
May 22 to May 30, 1972. The President was accompanied by Secretary
of State William P. Rogers, Assistant to the President Dr. Henry A. Kis.
singer, and other American officials. During his stay in the USSR Presi-
dent Nixon visited, in addition to Moscow, the cities of Leningrad and
Kiev.

President Nixon and L. I. Brezhnev, General Secretary of the Cen-
tral Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, N. V.
Podgorny, Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the
USSR, and A. N. Kosygin, Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the
USSR conducted talks on fundamental problems of American-Soviet
relations and the current international situation.

Also taking part in the conversations were:

On the American side: William P. Rogers, Secretary of State; Jacob
D. Beam, American Ambassador to the USSR ; Dr. Henry A. Kissinger,
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs; Peter M. Flani-
gan, Assistant to the President; and Martin J. Hillenbrand, Assistant
Secretary of State for European Affairs.

On the Soviet side: A. A. Gromyko, Minister of Foreign Affairs of
the USSR; N. S. Patolichev, Minister of Foreign Trade; V. V. Kuznet-
sov, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the USSR; A. F. Dobrynin,
Soviet Ambassador to the USA ; A. M. Aleksandrov, Assistant to the Gen-
eral Secretary of the Central Committee, CPSU; G. M. Korniyenko,
Member of the Collegium of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
USSR.

The discussions covered a wide range of questions of mutual inter-
est and were frank and thorough. They defined more precisely those areas
where there are prospects for developing greater cooperation between
the two countries, as well as those areas where the positions of the two
Sides are different.

I. BoATERAL RELATIONS

Guided by the desire to place US-Soviet relations on a more stable
and constructive foundation, and mindful of their responsibilities for
maintaining world peace and for facilitating the relaxation of interna-
tional tension, the two Sides adopted a document entitled: “Basic Prin-
ciples of Mutual Relations between the United States of America and
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,” signed on behalf of the US by
President Nixon and on behalf of the USSR by General Secretary

' Brezhnev.

Both Sides are convinced that the provisions of that document open
new possibilities for the development of peaceful relations and mutually
beneficial cooperation between the USA and the USSR.

Having considered various areas of bilateral US-Soviet relations, the
two Sides agreed that an improvement of relations is possible and desir-
able. They expressed their firm intention to act in accordance with the

_provisions set forth in the above-mentioned document.

943

No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/29 : LOC-HAK-179-2-2-9




-3

No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/29 : LOC-HAK-179-2-2-9

WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS, JUNE 5, 1972

in contributing to confidence and cooperation among the European
states.

The USA and the USSR are prepared to make appropriate con-
tributions to the positive trends on the European continent toward a
genuine detente and the development of relations of peaceful cooperation
among states in Europe on the basis of the principles of territorial integ-
rity and inviolability of frontiers, non-interference in internal affairs,
sovereign equality, independence and renunciation of the use or threat
of force.

The US and the USSR are in accord that multilateral consultations
looking toward a Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe
could begin after the signature of the Final Quadripartite Protocol of the
Agreement of September 3, 1971. The two governments agree that the
conference should be carefully prepared in order that it may concretely
consider specific problems of security and cooperation and thus con-
tribute to the progressive reduction of the underlying causes of tension
in Europe. This conference should be convened at a time to be agreed by
the countries concerned, but without undue delay.

Both Sides believe that the goal of ensuring stability and security in
Europe would be served by a reciprocal reduction of armed forces and
armaments, first of all in Central Europe. Any agreement on this question
should not diminish the security of any of the Sides. Appropriate agree-
ment should be reached as soon as practicable between the states con-
cerned on the procedures for negotiations on this subject in a special
forum.

The Middle East

The two Sides set out their positions on this question. They reaffirm
their support for a peaceful settlement in the Middle East in accordance
with Security Council Resolution 242.

Noting the significance of constructive cooperation of the parties
concerned with the Special Representative of the UN Secretary General,
Ambassador Jarring, the US and the USSR confirm their desire to
contribute to his mission’s success and also declare their readiness to
play ‘their part in bringing about a peaceful settlement in the Middle
East. In the view of the US and the USSR, the achievement of such a
settlement would open prospects for the normalization of the Middle
East situation and would permit, in particular, consideration of further
steps to bring about a military relaxation in that area.

Indochina

Each side set forth its respective standpoint with regard to the con-
tinuing war in Vietnam and the situation in the area of Indochina as a
whole.

The US side emphasized the need to bring an end to the military
conflict as soon as possible and reaffirmed its commitment to the princi-
ple that the political future of South Vietnam should be left for the South
Vietnamese people to decide for themselves, free from outside inter-
ference. ' -

The US side explained its view that the quickest and most effective

way to attain the above-mentioned objectives is through negotiations
leading to the return of all Americans held captive in the region, the
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